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.the:Son of God. 


AN 


ESSAY 


AGAINST 


SIMONY. 


SIR, 
& which were the Subje& of it, wiz. 

Make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Merchau- 
dice, St. John 2 Chap. laſt part of x6 Ver. The reſult of 
which, be pleaſed to take in the Eſſay which I here pre- 
ſent you. | 


Ince our laſt Diſcourſe together, I have employed 
my thoughts a little on the words in Holy Writ, 


The great deſign of this Evangeliſt, being to demon- 
ſtrate the Divinity of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; his firſt 
and glorious Age, or Generation with the Father ; he re- 
lates, from his own knowledge, ſome eminent and re- 
markable ages of his Life, chiefly conducing to that 
Fr on 3 ſuch ſtrange and unaccountable Works wrought 

y our Lord , as did moſt powerfully evidence his being 


And, having given us an account of his firſt appearance 


at Man's Eſtate, the* Beginning of Miracles, or Signs of * 
his high Deſcent, which be wroogh in Cane of — 3 Joh. "4 
2 e 


bu lw 
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4 An Eſſay againſt Stwony. 

+ > Oftendir he proceeds to a recital of, what did * ſignalize it more, 
| Chriſtus his hj; purging the Temple ar Feruſalem. For going thither 
E » = gun to the © Paiſeover, the firſt Viſit he made, was to his Father's | 
: = xk poren- Houſe z to which, as he paid a deference in his Childhood, Y 
" ria przdicus, when he entred into a Diſpute with the Doors there, and 'Y- 
* & quod vere made them all * aſtoniſhed at his Underſtanding and 

| Implevit vatt- a .\C,,.:5; ſo he continued his Reſpe&, by addrefling him- 

oe? 2. 9. felf thicher, at his © Acceſlion to the Regal Power. But, 

P Munfter in alas! he finds that Holy place moſt impiouſly deſecrated and 

* Hat, 21. prophaned, not uſed only according to its primitive De- 

| Yer. 13: fpznation, for a Houſe of Prayer, but debaſed to a com- By 
= _-> 47: mon Market-place, and made:a Houſe of Merchandice. In 

b- © = rok one part were Sheep and Oxen, whoſe bleating and lowing 
” non arcem wer2 as offenſive to his Ears, as that of the * 4maletite Cat- 

4 ab Templum-te] to good Samne!”s, tho?, like them,, pretended to be kept | 
TT. or Sacrifice. | ":\ 
—_— la another plac? were Doves expoſed to Sale, whoſ, | 
* 1 Sam. 15,* Innocence did upbraid the Seller's guilt, in making God | 
I b abominate the Offering which he was once pleaſed to % | 
i Tequire, And near theſe Markets ſtood the Tables of - 


4. 
- £E Mar. 10.16. 
3 h Prov. [5+ 2, 


Fi the Money-chanzers ; who, by furniſhing the Buyers with } 
4 _ m change of. koriey ſuited to their occaſions, help'd to ex- _ | 
- * Sr. Luk. 10. hauſt their Stock, and improve their own. So that the | 
TY People, whoſe whole Errand to the Temple, ſhould have ". 
4 "| —_ 1. been to worſhip God, were diverted trom that Holy Em- 4 


49 | 

= Pſal. 69. 9. ployment, by other buſineſs there, and made lo careful 
| Ardens Sew — many Arrming that they could not juitly mind the 
- dium, indig- « (©, thing neceſſary 3 but became more intent on purchaſi 

6 medo. Fateb. good Penniworths, than on offering acceptable Oblations3 
5 on their Merchandice was more the obje&t of their 
© ® Commedic. Thoughts, than their Devotion. Which groſs and ſhame- 
* Clarius. Con- fy] abuſe of a place deſigned for better purpoſes, pro- | 
- ſumplit. D%-,, 1.44 him to Wrath, who was the great Exemplar of } 
y ſus. Icflama-  \ 1cekneſs, and.che ® Zeal of his Father's Houſe ® inflamed C 
5 — pang and tranſported him to that degree, that he made a * Whip | 

— of Cords, and with it drove, as well che Sheep and Oxen, | 


” * $exyavunr: os the greater Brutes that fold them, from the Temple ; 


* Hance vocem: ins the Tables of the Money-changers, - and þ 
| haber&Syrus: is Star them that ſold Doyes therein. And hereby 9 | 
| | £4 | c *tis | 


Gentiles, becauſe the firſt fort of their Gentile Proſelyres, 


| -4n Eſſay againſt Stnowy. 

*zis manifeſt , he.lefe us an Example to be imitated, as 
well as a Command to be obeyed. Wherefore, that we 
may the better underſtand our Duty in this. matter, let us 
conſider npon what account, and by whom, the Temple - 
was at this time deſecrated. 

The Jews had been commanded to make three ſolemn "5Y 
* Appearances yearly before the Lord, in the place which ” Deur. 16, 
he ſhould chuſe, and thoſe were to be in the Feaſt of Un- 15+ |. 
leavened Bread, in the Feaſt -of Weeks, and in the Feaſt 4 
ot Tabernacles. And being forbidden to appear before 
him empty, many of them, who lived far from Jeruſalem, 
and could not therefore bring their Offerings in: Specie to 
the Temple, were permitted by their Law-givers, to fell 
the things at home, which they were obliged eicher by the 
Law, or their own Vows, to offer, and to lay out the price 
of them for others of the ſame kind, at Feru/alem; the 
Permifltion that had ben given them-to do ſo, in the mat- 
ter of their * Thythes, being, as the Learned * Grotius ob- 
ſerves, by an ill Interpretation» ſtrained to other things of 2 Je 
a reſembling Nature. Upon this the Prieſts who attended cimis jnic 
on the Altar, and ſhould rather have proteted che Houſe incerpretatio- 
of God from ſuch an Indignity, than proved inſtrumental 2 ad alias * 
in offering it to that Holy Place 3 to gratifie their coverous 1mm as 
and ſordid inclinations, unbecoming the Dignity of their cies, nionn! | 
Office, undertook to furniſh the People with Offerings and produta: - * 
Sacrifices for their ſeveral occaſions 3 and inſtead of fol- Sed.in] 
lowing their Calling in the Service of God, ſer up a Trade P!9 id he 
of Merchandizing, very inconſiſtent with it. So that the vn | 
whoſe © Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and at whoſe Mouths Grat. in 4a 
Men were to enquire the Law, became more skilful in the 22. nk 
price of Sheep and Oxen, than in the Commandments of © Mal 24743 
their God, and were much readier to defraud, than to 29:98 
inftru&t cheir People. Nay, what heightened theic Im- 
piety, they kept their Mart, and drove their Trade in 
the Ourer Court of the Temple, called The Court of the | 


4 Deut. 14». 


ſtyled Proſelytes of the. Gates, - were admitted thither, and 
no farther ; there being berween that, and the Inner, or 
Holy Court of the Jews, a Sept three Cubits high, called 
{ | | . by 


% 


Rl 


6 _ An Eſſay againſt $11 0wT7. 
by St, Paul, The * Middle Wall of Partition; within which 
* Meov Tot22v it was an intrufion for any Gentile to preſume to come, and 
+26 they were taught to know their diſtance, by this prohibiring 
* Inſcription over it. 


* No Stranger may enter in here. 


Now Chriſt, who was to take down this Partition and to 
» John 10.16, gather the Jews and Gentiles into one " Fold under one 
; /Shepherd, would not ſuffer that part which was ſeparated for 
_the Gentiles to worſhip in, to be any more abuſed or negle- 
Red than the reſt. And ſince the Son of God was thus difturb- 
to find the meaneſt part of his Father's Houſe, made an 
Houſe of Merchandice, tho' on a very plauſible pretence, and 
by the Prieſts themſelves ( who, by the way, would nevyer 
have:endured ſuch a 'Prophanation in any other ) we may 
learn from hence, how abominable a Crime it is to offer 
the like indignity to any thing on Earth, that bears the like 
-S relation to our Father which is in Heaven. 
Ker; Now we find in Scripture the Temple or Houſe of God 
A capable of three ſeveraFacceptations. 
= -- Firſt, it is taken for a material Building, ere&ed for, and 
] AQs 7, 47* dedicated to Gods Worſhip; ſuch as * Solomon is ſaid to 
MF have built him; and which God by his Prophet calls 
7 Jer. 7. 11. the 7-Houſe of Prayer, and our Saviour in the Text, his 
sf Cor. 6:19. Father's Houle. | 
dra. in Eph. Secondly, it-is taken for a Corporal Edifice, the Body of 
227. Tem- every individual Chriſtian; which is ſaid to be the * Tem- 
-. -—_y ple of the: Holy Ghoſt. | 
fa Keclefia, © Thirdly; it is taken for a Spiritual Scructure, the uni- 
d fingulifi- verfal: Church of God, whoſe Houſe and Building it is 
leles appel- faid to be, and in which his reſidence is much more * auguſt 
ens Homo 329 1p1endid than his Appearance by lightning at the Ark. 
remplumpei. To-all which Sences, our Saviour's Words may pertinently 
Grot. in 1 Cor. be accommodated, 'and -we have no 1eaſon to doubt but 
19. that our Lord defigned «them to infſtrut ns in our Duty to 
1 Cor. 3 our Father's Houle in every acceptation, that we ſhould ne- 
4 Ver be guilty of defiling icin any Circumſtance z and eſpe- 
SR. in cially thar whichhe here forbids, . of. making ic an Houſe'of 
T Cor. 3+ 16. Merchandice. And 


ou 
. 


An Eſſay againſt S1moxr. 

And fince, from the Conſideration of what reſpe& is 
payable to any thing of infertour uſe and quality, it is eafie 
and nacural co inferr a greater Reverence due to what 15 
more ennobled by its deſign, and worthier in its ſelf, I 
intend to conſider the Words as they refpe&t the Houſe of 
God in the firſt Notion, of. a material Building 3 and in the 
Second, of a Corporal Edifice: Oaly fo far as they may'tend 
to heighten our regard and conſideration for the greateſt of 
the three, the Spiritual Structure or univerſal Church of God : 
And eo argue from thence, that as we muſt not make the 
firſt an Houſe of Merchandice, and may lefs abuſe the 
Second, ſo we are leaſt of all to preſume to offer any fuch 
impious indignity to the Third. 


For as the Apoſtle ſpeaks on another occaſion, © Noth God © | Cor. 9.9. - 


rake care for Oxen So we may demand, Doth the Son of God 
afſere the Honour of a Temple made with Hands, a periſh- 
ing human Workmanſhip; and will he not rather intereſt 
himſelf for Man, the Maſter-piece of the Creation, and 
made after the * Image of the Deity ?_ And then if his con- 
cern for Man be ſuch, as we find it, ſince it raiſed this admi- 


ration inthe Pſalmiſt, © Lord, what is Man, that thou art © Plal. 8. 4- 
mindful of bim, or the Son of Man that thou regardeft bim ? Since 


Man, whoſe* Breath is in his Noftrils, is *like a thing of * Ia. 2-22. 
nought : What greater tenderneſs and ſollicitude he * PL. 144-3 


expreſs for the Church, that he hath * purchaſed wich his 
own Blood, and which as far excells the Corporal Edifice, 


Man's Body, as that does the material Building, made of 


Stones? Since Colletive Bodies are extreamly preferable 
to the ſeveral Unites of which they are compoſed. 
Wherefore we may obſerve, 

Firſt, that there is a great Reſpet and Reverence due 
to the material Buildings, or Places of Divine Worſhip, 
which will appear from two Conſiderations: 

Secondly, by what means theſe Places are prophaned. And 

Thirdly; che Evil of ſuch Abuſe and Prophanation of them. 

The Conſiderations enforcing the reſpeR to theſe materi- 


al Buildings are, Firſt, their dedication to God's peculiar 
Service. y, theic being honoured with his eſpecial 


Preſence: 
| As 


* Gets, 1-2/3... 7 


h AQgs 20. 20 - 


| 
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People. As the Ark was moveable, fo was the publick 
| Worſhip, and when itwas carried to Feruſalem, the Prayers 
” » Pal. 122. 4- of the People attended it, for ® thither the Tribes went up, to 
I give Thanks unto the Name of the Lord. And when they 
© 4 rKin.8. 48. Were in Exile and Captivity, they addrels'd their Prayersand 
Dan. 6. their Faces * thither : And made their near and remote Ap- 
8+ plications with all poflible expreſſions of reſpe& and: Vene- 
ration by a decent and reverent behaviour 3 Such as Solomon, 
and all the pious Kings of 1/rael after him, exhibiced in the 
; Temple, and Daniel at a diſtance from it; as whoever will 
+ peruſe the Chronicles and the Book of Daniel, may find there 
recorded. 
Nor was this only a voluntary Obſervance paid by them 
but a duty expeRted and required by God 3 inſomuch that 
S.. he threatens grievous Plagues againſt his People, and for- 
2 Jer-7-11417- bjds © Feremiab to intercede in their behalf, becauſe they had 
E- > - 7 vg his Houſe, the Place whereupon his Name was 
called. FeftF 
. By which expreflion of his Name being called upon it, 
as the learned Mr. Mede obſerves, it ſignified its being pe- 
culiarly his, as appears by the ſame Phraſe, -uſed in other 
Places of Scripture 3 implying.the like relation of Men to 
their Proprieties : As when. Facob bleſſeth Foſepb*'s Sons, he 


ſaith, 


An Eſſay agamſt SIMONY. 9 
ſaith, * Let my Name be called upon them ; That is, let * Gen. 43. 16+ 
chem be mine, namely, as * Simeon and Reuben are, for 
they are words of Adoption. 

And again, where it is faid, That ” ſeven Women ſhall » 1c, 
lay hold on one Man, and ſay, We will eat our own Bread, and 
wear our on Apparel, only let thy Name be called upon us. That 
is, do thou own us, let us be thine, chat it may not be a re- 
proach to us that we have no Husband, And the Church, 
in her complaint that her Adverfaries had * crodden down « Ifa.63. 18, | 
the Sanctuary , and the People of God's Holineſs had 19. 1 

ſefſed ic but a little while, thus expoitulates with him 
or his favouring a People that were none of his; I/+ are 
thine, thou never bareſt Rule over them, they were not called 
by thy Name, or thy Name was not called upon them. | 

So that whatever Indignity is offered to God's material s Marc.Aurel. 
Building, the ſame is offered to his Name; and that not ad Gork. Reg- | 
only his denominative or participated Name, by which this Sicil- : 
Houſe is called, and from whence it derives a relative Holi- . JE | 
neſs3 but alſo to his Perſonal Name and Majeſty which are ons emi | 
invocated and adored therein. And it is certain as a? Ru- danda, bis - 
may Emperour declared, That though the Materials of <onſpicuo fig- 
che Temple are of ſmall importance, yet the God to whoſe 22 **ſtatum 
ſervice they are conſecrated, is of great account. And ce 
it was the Crime of not diſtinguiſhing the Temple, that velur faero- 
made our bleſſed Saviour * twice Scourge the Merchan- rum ſedem - - 
dizing Prieſts from thence, chat fince he came to regu- P* £C. 


late and amend what was amifs, in reſp2& of Holy things Gret in 7 20 
he might purge that place where was their Sie" and Re i _ F 


{idence 3 and this he did, both at the beginning, and tow 17. Luke 196. 
the concluſion of his Office, that he __ Sd —_ * ke 1 > 
began. He pony we —_—_ the reaſon of his extra- . = $6.9. 
ordinary- concern tor it, by calling it his Father's Houle; ; 
and, as three of the * Evangeliſts relate the Paſſive on 
quoting that Text, to reprove the Prophaners of it, which patuerat, jam} 
was a Prophecy of its becoming a * Houſe of Prayer to P* Siviſtum * 
all Nations, even * Gentiles as well as Jews. For tho? Jer mpaas. jp ; 
the Gentiles might come to the Temple to pray to 4 God hrs us 
yet they were only admitted as Strangers; but through Eſay 56« 9, 
Chrift, they were to _— Domeſticks of the Houſhold ;- ma s, 
| of ?'2 45 


u Ver. 5g. 


4. IT. 
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10 An Eſſay againſt S1wmon rv. 
1 of God. Which ſhews their great miſtake, who allow 
nathing that enjoyned Reverence to the places of God's 
Worſhip under the Law, to be of force in the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation : -Since the Prophet there foretells the Con- 
verſion of the Gentiles to Chriſtianity, whom God pro- 
miſes to accept as favourably as he did the Jews; and 
that while bis Temple ſtood, they ſhould have as eaſe 
an accels to it. So that the Gentiles ſhould as well par- 
take the privilege of the Natural Seed of Abraham, in 
being admitted into the places of God's Worſhip, as it 
© Mat. 2, 11,'15 faid they ſhall, in © ſitting down with Abraham in the 
| Kingdom of Heaven. | 
Nor was the regard paid to places conſecrated to God's 
Worſhip, any Legal Type or Shadow, ſince we find it 
I continu'd after our Lord had pronounced his remarkable, 
F Tied, * 1 is finiſhed, with the laſt breath which he drew upon the 
'® 24-53 Croſs. For * St. Luke informs us, That the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples with them, returned to Feruſalem after the Lord's 
Aſcenſion, and were continually in the Temple, praiſing 
a , and blefling God ; which clearly proves, that the Temple 
? nents. was the conſtant- place of their Devotion. The Greek 
. "9 word which is rendred * Continually, intimating their dayly 
+& T Tim. 2. 8. performance of it there; and this continued till the time 
:Ubicungue came, of which our Saviour foretold the Woman of $Sa- 
6 _— maria, that neither in Mount * Gerizim, nor yet at Jeruſalem, 
Grot. in licum, 94en ſhould Worſhip the Father, That 1s, till the Temple 
® 7 Cor. 11. Was deſtroyed, and the ſervice of God no longer confined 
T8. - to Feruſalem, but that Men, according to the Apoſtle's 


- Ih - —_ 3 Canon, * Prayed every where, in Oratories erected for that 


rus habencur, Bs ; . 
Sicut vn apart for Religious Worſhip, and thoſe known by the name 


29/9 proprie of God's Churches too, is evident from St. Paul's calling the 
eſt ipl Con- place of aſſembling for Devotion at Corinth, by that Title, 
PET Tee ſaying, * When ye come together in the " Church , which can- 
price locus in . . 

uem conve- A0t there in any 12nce be meant of the People, but the Place. 
*nirur, ira Ec- And reproving their diſorderly Behaviour in it, he oppoſes 
utram their private Houſes to the places of Divine Worſhip, in this 
_— fignifi- Queſtion ; What, have ye not Houſes, Brethren, to Eat and 
'Grot. in 1 Cor. Drink in; or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? Signifying there> 
21.18. | Y> 


5 
Che —_— . *- 


purpoſe. And that the Chriſtians had ſuch Adifices ſet - 


—p— 


An Eſſay againſt Stmonr, 11 
by, that only Religious duties, and nothing of Secular con- 
cerhment, ought to be performed in places ſeparated to 14 
God's Service, which ſhould alſo be * Sandtified ; that is, | _— 
diſtinguiſhed from others of prophane and common uſe, by 73, 5 — 
a decent carriage and obſervance paid them, as well as by the 
Sacred Offices that are there performed. 

And this will be yet more evident from the ſecond Con- = 
ſideration of God's eſpecial Preſence in thoſe Material 
Buildings. 

For though the Moſt High, * whom the Heaven of Hea- © , gin.8.27. 
vens is not able to contain, dwelleth not in * Temples made » A&s 9. 48. 
with hands, ſo as to be ? contined and tied to them, as the & 17. 24+ -: 
Heathen fanſied of their Deities ; yet as the Sun, though * K[-novim? 
his Influence is Univerſal ©, does at ſome times ſhine with Theme 
a more enlivening warmth on one place than another, ſo eric. = @, | 
he who has Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for * Sentiunc 
his Footſtool, is however pleaſed to preſentiate himſelf ominia calo- © 
more immediately in the places of his Worſhip, than in Bree — 
thoſe of common ule. | in Pſa. > 6.4 

Thus having given DireRions for making the © Ark, * Exo. 25. a2« 
he tells Moſes he will meet him there, and commune with 
him from between the Cherubims. And he promiſes to | 
meet Iſrael in the * Tabernacle, and that it ſhall be San&ti- *Exo. 29. 437 
fied with his Glory. Which he oftentimes performed, in " 
the viſible appearances of that brightneſs which was called 
ſo. Which is a convincing Teſtimony that, though God 
is Omnipreſent, yet he can and does exhibit himſelf, eſpe- 
cially at ſome times, and in ſome places more than others. 
Now: the way by which the Preſence of God is thus de- 
termined more to one place than another, is, by the Pre- 
ſence and Miniſtration of his Angels, * who are all Mini: * Heb. 1. 14. 
ſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation. ;And that where they are, God is faid to 
be, appears from Faceb's words upon his Viſion of the Lad- 
der, and the Angels aſcending and deſcending, ” Surely the » Gen. 28. 
Lord is in this place, how dreadful is thu place ! this is none other 16, 17- 
but the Houſe of God; and thereforehe gave it the name of Berh- 
el. And in * Iſaiab's Viſion of the Lord fitting upon his « x@,s, r. 
Throne, we read that his Train filled the Temple, which the 

B 2 Septuagint 
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12 An Eſſay againſt S1monr. 
WL: Septuagint renders, ? The Houſe was. full cf his Glory, which 
2 TAWMS®Þ what it was is eaſily known, ſince it immediately follows, 
and the Seraphim ſtood about him. 
" LXX. And thus in * Eccleſiaſtes, when we read from the Hebrew , 
© ® Eccleſ. 5.6+ Nezther (ay thou before the Angel ; Ihe Septuagint hath 
lx Def meg. it, * before the Face of God ; making the Angel, and God's 
| ogns © ©:58, Prelence, all as one. | 
+» PC 138. 1. fr was this made David ſay, *I will praiſe thee before the 
- © 'ErarmeY Gygs ( which the Septwagint renders, *© in the Preſence of the 
AYE Aut. | : { . 
; Angels ) when he would worſhip, as he aiterwards explains 
himſelf, towards the holy Temple ; that is, the Sanduary, in the 
Court whereof it was uſual for the People to ſtand at the 
© * time of divine Service. 
- © Quia - fa- AnditisSt * Auguſtine's Obſervation, that he prayed there, 
| SI Domini becauſe God did there more eſpecially exhibit himſelf, and 
| erat. his Preſence was there more ſacred; on the account of the 
* Aug-in PE.138. Preſence of his Angels, which was repreſented by the An- 
A _ gels pictured on the Ark : And we find them too called *the 
'5' 5 Cherubims of Glory, called in the Old Teſtament Schech;- 
nah, which fignifies abiding. Bzlides this, the Angels 
have been thought, as well under the new Teſtament as the 
Old, to be attending in the Places of God's Worſhip, and 
afliſting at it; and indeed there is greater reaſon for it, 
fince God is worſhipped now in >Spirit and in Truth, a 
more refined and pure Devotion than that of the legal 
: Sacrifices. 
**DeOrat. *Terrullian tells us of the Angel of Prayer ſtanding by ; 
yes and * St Chry/oFome reprehending the levity and indecency 
- - _ of a Perſon laughing in the Church, puts the Queſtion thus, 
; Knowelſt thon not that thou ſtandeſt with the Angels, that 
thou fingeft and praifeſt God along with them ? reterring 
ro that very ancient Form in the Liturgy, ſtill uſed at our 
Communion-Service : Therefore with Angels and Arch- Angels, 
and with al! the Company of Heaven, we laud and magnifie thy 
lorious Name. 

To conclude this Point with an undoubted Teſtimony, 
g lee us conſider St. Pars diretion about behaviour in 
>» 1Cox.11410, the Þ Church, where he reproves the indecent Garb of the 
| Women, in having their Heads uncovered 3 and tells them 


| that 


Te 
——— 


ud OI 
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that they ought to have * Power, or a Veil (as it is inthe 
Hebrew, whoſe Theme ſignifies Dominion over any thing ) EZuoley. 
over their Heads and Faces, to ſignifie their fubjeRtion to 
their Husbands : and the reaſon he gives for it, is, becauſe 
of the Angels, it being a requiſite Piece of Modeſty in fo 
auguſt a Preſence, and a Leflon taught them by the example 
of thoſe holy Spirits, who by covering their Faces with 
their * Wings, teſtifie their Subje&ion to God. k Iſa, 6. 2+ 

And this leads me toenquire by what means the material 

Building or Houſe of God is lighted and prophaned : 
And that appears, by the Text juſt quoted, to be done by 
an indecent and irreverent Carriage in it, ſuch as does not 
an{wer the dignity of the Place, and the refſpzumdue to it 
on the Conliderations before mentioned. Now what a 
due and reſpectful Carriage is, we may learn from che 
Performances of others, in their approaches into God's 
Preſence. 

| Art the dedication of the Temple, ir is particularly re- * r Kin. 8. x4; 
marked that all the Congregation of T/rael! ſtood while So- 
lomon blefled them, and the King himſelf ® food before the 
Altar of the Lord and ſpread forth bis Hands to Heaven : Where 
by /codis certainly meant he kneeled, as appears at the * Con: *Jver. 54, 55: 
clulion of his Prayer, when *tis faid, be aroſe from before the 
Altar of the Lord from kneeling on his Knees ; and then he [tood 
and bleſſed the Congregation. 

So when Meſes had made an end of his charge to 1/rae! | 
about the keeping of the ® Paſſover, the People bowed the * Exod.12,27 
Head and worſhipped. And in another relation of Solomon's 
dedication of the * Temple, we read he kneeled as he began ?2Chron.6. } 
his Prayer. And again we tind that when * Hezekiah and 32» 13: 
the People had made an end of offering, they bowed the ? 2Chron. 25 
Head and Worſhipped. Kneeling we read was * Daniel's Po- i 4 x6 
ſture at his Devotion, and *Exzra's; nay, under the Goſpel * Ezra 9.5. | 
(and indeed we ought to conclude it rather neceilary, than 
wonder why it fhould be uſed ) Kneeling was an Apo- 
ſtolick Practice. * St. Peter kneeled when he raiſed Tabitha * 5 9+ 49- 
to life. And St. Paul bowed the Knee in making interceſ: , Epheſ.2-14. 
ſion for the Epbeſians. And the whole Church of ” Epbeſus » as Fa 
was in this Poſture with him, when he took his leave of | 


them 


® yer. 22. © 


. 
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= Luke 22.41. them at Miſetus. Nay we read of a * greater than all theſe, 
| even the Son of God himſelf, upon his Knees, at his approa- 
| ches to his Father z who by commanding Moſes to put off 
7 Exod. 3: 5+ his 7 Shooes, becauſe the Place whereon he ſtood was holy 
Joſh. 5- 15 Ground , that is, was ſanRified by his appearance in- the 
Buſh, has given ſufficient evidence that he expets ſome 
expreflion of Reverence at Mens appearing in his Preſence 


And as no Man can be ignorant, what a decent and 
reſpe&ful Carriage is towards God's Houſe ; fo few are fo ill 


* Templum hq and rude that donot exhibit it to their Superiours. 
 ianio- But God's Houſe is prophaned in another reſpet, when 


nis, non Spe- it is put #2 any other uſe but that to which it was dedica- 
culationis,non ted. * It is not a Place for eating and drinking in 3 a Place 
Po:ationis,non for affipnations and diſcourfing buſineſs, or a Place to be 
-omenatio- 1.1de an Houſe of Merchandice ; for when our Lord had 
» Mat, 21, purged the Temple, he would not ſuffer any * Veſſel to be 


® Mar. 11 16. Carried through it. 

SxivOr, Vas : 

Ju: i mls quzcunque utenfilia, inſtrumenta, vel arma fignificat, Dominus prohibuit ne 
arcinam quamvis geſtans aut ſportulam, aut aliquid ſimile, per Templum tranfiret. Villal- 
and Tom. 2. im Exec. 40. lib. 3. x0 9s 
 Videbanrur licite vendi in Templo quz adhuc emebantur, ut in codem Templo offe- 
entur Domino.z ſed nolens jpſe Dominus aliquid in Domo ſua rerrenz negoriationis, ne 
jus quidem quz honeſta purantur, exhiberi, diſpulic Negotiatores injuſtos, & foras 
mnes ſimul cum iis qui negoriabantur, ejecit. Quid putamus facerer, fi rixis diflidentes, 
| fabulis vacantes, fi riſu difſolutos, vel alio quoliber fcelere reperiret irretitos, qui 
boſtias quz ſibi immolarentur, ementes in Templo vidir, & eliminare feſtinavic ? 


And now I come to conſider in the third place the 
evil of prophaning the Houſe of God in any of theſe 
ways, which will appear in this, .that *tis a Violation of 
Gouy's Right and his poſitive Command ; *tis a facrile- 
gious robbing him of the uſe of his own property, and 
breaking down the Fence he has made about it, by 
ſtci& injunctions of an awful deference to it,and religious 
performances in it. And they who are guilty of dif- 
honouring this Houſe of God, ſhall find he will revenge 
; it ſharply on them, will drive them from ' the: benefic 
> Pf. $9. 32. and enjoyment of it, will viſit their eranſgreflion with 
? the Rod and their Iniquity with Stripes. _ 
þ us 


* 


and eſpecially in his Houſe, where it is more immediate ' 
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Thus having conſidered the Text, as intending a materi- 
al Building; I proceed co treat of it, as it may be accommo- 
dated to reſpe&t a Corporal Edifice, the Body of Man, 
and ſhall purſue my firſt Method, and obſerve, 
Firſt, The Regard due to it, ' © 
Secondly, The means by which it is defiled and made a 
Houſe of Merchandice. 


Thirdly, The Evil of fo abuſing it. 
Now the Regard due to this Houſes of God, will appear 


from the ewo Prior Confiderations, which beget a Reverence 
for his Material Temple. 

Its Dedication to him, and Conſecration by him. How 
peculiar a Right and Property God has in his Creature Man, * Gets 1.27. | 
he has ſufficiently declared by the Sacred Impreſs * ſtampe « ,_._. 
upon him, wherewith he marked him for his own, and de- j, 
dicated him to his Service. So that to fear © God and keep | 
his Commandments, is the whole of Man, *tis his Duty and © J9928+ 28. 
Intereſt, *tis his * Wiſdom and his Underſtanding ; *cis the *, OR 
deſign of his Creation, and the accompliſhment of his Hap- {pes ; 
pineſs. And as God made Man for himſclf, f{ he Hallows confecracro - 


and © Conſecrates him to that uſe, by the * Inhabitation of Spiritu San- * 
Go, Tertull, _ 


ſen for his Reſidence, and for which he has expreſt the ten- ; a. = 
dereſt affeRtion and regard. b Pſal. 8. 5 


of Merchandice, when Men . ſell themſelves, like Ahab, 2*:. 
to work wickedneſs, and to do evil in the ſight of the Lord, 2 WR; 37 O08 
and facrilegiouſly convert thoſe places to the Devil's uſe, , pj 
which were defigned for the reſidence of the Holy Ghoſt. pq, fate” 
When their Throats become ſo many open * Sepulchres, = pal. 140.3- 
when their * Tongues are given to Evil, and their Mouths * Pfal. 10. 7. 
to frame Deceit 3 ſo-that the poyſon of ® Aſps is under their 
Lips, and their * Mouth is full of Curſing and Bitterneſs ; J 
when their * Eyes are full of Adultery; when there is* Miſchief + proy, x, 16. 
in their Hands, and their Right-hands are filled with Bribes; | 
when 


P Pla, 26,10, 


0 2Pet. 2.14» 
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| 9.5.* when their 1 Feet run to Evil, and are ſwift to ſhed Blood ; 
F © 1-63-17: when their * Hearts become hardned and deceitful, and 
E es, they © regard Iniquity in them; fo that from the * Sole 
+ Iſa, 1.6, Of the Foot, even unto the Head, there is no ſoundneſs in 
E them, but Wonnds and Bruiſes, and putrefying Sores. By 
* 1. Cor, 6, theſe means they alienate themſelves from God, whom they 
20, ought to glorifie in their * Bodies, as well as their Spirits, 
which are his3 and to conceal the Robbery they commit, 
deface his Image fo with their many Inventions, that they 
are not to be known for God's, either Works-or Dwellings. 
Theſe are the means by which the Corporal Edifices or 
Houſes of God are deſecrated and prophaned : Antthe 
evil of this abuſe is great in two reſpeds. 
Firſt, It is a moſt injurious Sacrilege , and robs God of 
» Pfal, 119, What is his by an undoubted right. : 
73. Jobio.g. His Almighty Hands firſt * made and faſhioned our 
* 2 Cor. 5.1. Farthly * Houſe of this Tabernacle, as the Apoſtle calls 
5 Afts 19, 28, Man's Body 3 and as he took pains about it, in the rearin 
7:*** of the Building, fo he ſtill keeps it in repair ; For in bim ? we 
| . live and move, and have our being. What Impiety is it 
® Ejus Tem- 
| pli #dicua & £beN, to pollute and prophane what he has cleanſed and 
* antiſtes eſt - ſan&ified, and by that means * drive him from the Habita- 
| Pudicitia, quz tion which he provided for himſelf ? For there can be no 
al 1mmul- avreement * between the Temple of God and Idols, that 


Gum wt muſt be ſtill kept * Holy, as he is, or elſe he will forſake 


F i fiat; it: For © Holineſs becometh his Houſe for ever. And how 
* be Deusile can he that is of 4purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and 
; qui inhabitzt, cannot look.upon Iniquity , continue where it is dayly 
. ſedem, offen. Practiled ? No, he will retaliate, the injury offered him, by 
© tus derclin. © withdrawing himſelf from that place which he finds 
| - op Tertull, eftranged from him. 

* *geralt. fem. And in that conſiſts the ſecond Evil of abuſing his Cor- 
| __ 5.16, poral Houſe, which is their ruine who are guilty of chat 
q + doo m_ Crime. For if any Man defiles the *Temple of God, him will 
” Þ Lev.14.44 God deſtroy, ſays th2 Apoſtle, and that by -a puniſhment 
 <Pfal.93-5. fuired to the Sin, in condemning him to dwell for ever with 
* ©* Hab. 1. 13. the Company which he choſe to cntertain, and making that 


4 0 -—_ Body which he dedicated to the Devil's fervice, become 


* Mat. 25.41. Fuel for the Everlaſting Fire , prepared for the Devil and bis 
| | | LAN- 
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Angels. For he that will not * purifie himſelf, even as God © t Joh. 3-3. © 
is pure, can have no reaſonable hope or expeRation of be- ; 
coming like him in any other reſpe&t, or of * ſeeing him as i Heb. 12. 14+ 
he is For how ſhall he be admitted to a participation of 
his Bliſs, who would not be conformable to the Exam- 
ple of his Purity 2? 

Certainly he that w@uld not ſuffer God to dwell with 
him in his Earthly Tabernacle, ſhall not be allowed a 
reſidence with God in his Heavenly * Habitation, but « pg. ;5. r,2. | 
ſhall be excluded thence, and kept * without, among thoſe ' Rev. 22. 15. 
who made the Corporal Houſe of God a Houſe of Mec- : 
chandice, by yielding their Members ® Servants to Un- = gn. P__ 
cleanneſs, and to I) unto Iniquity , for the © Wages ® Rom. 6. 13. - 
of Sin, which is Death. | 

And now having conſidered what Reſpect ig,due, both 
to the Material Building and Corporal Xditice, or Houſe 
of God, by what means each of theſe is abuſed and 
made a Houſe of Merchandice, and the evil of fo pro- 
phaning them, I proceed to treat of the Text in re- 
ference to a Spiritual Strufture, the Univerſal Church of 
God, which is his * Building, raiſed upon the * Founda- » 1 Cor. z. 9: 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf * Eph. 2. 20, * 
being the head Corner-itone 3 in whom all the Building, 2* Pb. 
fiely framed together, groweth unto a Holy Temple in En: 
the Lord, A 

Now in this Building we may find what was Prophe- 
fied of the laſt Temple among the * Jews ; The Glory of this © Hags 2. 9. 
latter Houſe 1s greater than of the former, whereof we have | 
treated. So that there is a much greater Regard and Ve- 
neration due to it; and that firſt on the account of its 
nearer relation to God, and being more immediately his; 
and ſecondly of his more ſignal and eſpecial preſence and 
abode in it. 

The Church, which isa Colleion of Chriſtian believers, « gom. ;. 5 = 
is God's by a manifold Right and ſeveral indubitable Titles. © *Exzanzz. © 

Firſt, Ic is his by * Calling, as the very © Name of it © Kaine. 
imports, and as the * Members are faid to be. He *® cal- ! ©Or+ 1. 2+ 


led ir out of all Nations, and gathered it from the ” ends \, 2:39 | 
of the World. ; " ou 
Wn. Secondly, 
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* AR. 20, 28, Secondly, itis his by acquiſition, he * purchaſed it - with 
'Y [eerr;. £2 Blood of his Son, and therefore the Apoſtle uſes a 
Lex, fecit Greek Word there to ſhew his Title to it by an ” acquiſi- 
ur exiſterer, tive Right, as denoting it to be nor only - proper and per- 
-qul juſtifimus petual, but acquired ac a difficult and coltly rate, as indeed 
+= it was, ſince his Blood paid the Purchace of it. 
"Grot in lxum. And being his by fo juſt a Clair. , Y3od has marked ic for 
*Ifa.56,g, his own, by infcribing his Son's * Name on it, and making 
62,2, him its * Head. 
| 45 t5-17- And becauſe the Body cannot ſublift in a State of Sepa- 
, Ph. 1+ 22+ [ation from the Head, he has promiſed to continue with 
'* Mar, 28.20. it to the * end of the World, to aftuate and inform it; nay, 
-< Mar. 18.20. that where ©any two or three Members of this Boty are 
gathered together in his name, he will be in che midft of 
hem. And that he feveral times performed in the toften 
appearances he maue to them, and in the vilible Deſcent of 
che Holy Ghoſt upon chem, and the diverſity of Gifts di- 
{tributed among theni. 

Now this Houſe of God may be made an Houſe of Mer- 
_ TR chandice in theſe reipedts. 
,*ITim- 6.5 Firſt, when the Profeflors of Religion make * Gain their 
| Godlineſs ; and regard not the Spiricual, but Temporal 
626, Advantages of GoY's Service ; when the © Loaves anc. Fiſhes, 

reliſh better with them than the Bread of Lite, and their 
Defices are rather to be fed than taught : 'Thus' making 

4 God's holy Worſhip Stalk to their unhallowed Purpoſes, 
* Mar. 13. 14. 45 the Phariſees for a Pretence, made * long Prayers while 
1 they devoured Widows Houſes ; when inftead of laying 
© £ Mart, 13.46. out all their Stock to purchafe that * Pearl of price, the 
, Kingdom of Heaven, they refolve to make it pay chem 
| well for their pains in ſeeking it ; and tinleſs Truth, which 
 » Pro. 22-23. the Wiſe Man 48viſes them co * buy, and not to fell, will 
bribe their aſſent to it, by preſenting them with great Ad- 
vantages, undervalue and reject it. 
; Mar, & So that they never ſeek the * Righteonfnels of God's King- 
ne 233 dom, but through an expeRtation of all other things being 
added to them, ro make it a good Bargain, 

And fince their Piety is Mercenary, atid oy enliſt them- 

0 


ſelves to fight under Chriſt's Banner, only for their Pay, 
| | making 


* Joh. 
ys: 
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making the Pofſeflion of & ings below, the ſole in- 
dncement to deſire the things above 3 is nat this to make 'a 
Trade of Religion, and to turn the Church of God into 
a Market-place, where their Conſcience is expoled to Sale y,,,-,, 
by Auction, and not to be purchaled, even by God himfelt, Chriſtum 
unleſs he is the higheſt Bidder ? - METCARtes. 

But there is another nieans of making the Houſe of God 72n4t. Epift. 3. 
a Houſe of Merchandice : and that is byrthoſs who have the 
Stewardſhip and Overſigtt thereof, 1 niean choſe who take 
Holy Orders, and the Cure oi Souls upon them, for the fake 
of Gain and Intereſt, and thoſe who admit them to that 
Dignity and weighty Charge, on thelik2 account. 

The firſt of theſe come into the Chi:rch, only as * 2Jvab's * Gen, 3. 9. 
Dove did the firſt time to the Ark, becanſe they want a 
reſting Place, and contrary tothe Apoltle's Canon, take 
the Miniſtry upon them by conſtraint. They may perhaps 
wiſh as heartily as the Pſalmiſt to be ' Door-Keepers in the 1 g, 

Houſe of God, but wou'd not * ſhut the Doors tor nought, = war. ;. ;0, 
or kindle Fire on his Altar gratis. And what can be expe- . 
Red, but that they who af the overiight of God's Flock, 

more for * filthy Lucre, than of a ready Mind, who teach * 7 Pet. 5:2: 
for *Hire and divine for Money , ſhou'd purſue their main , 
deſign, and be bulier in fleecing than in feeding their Charge; ), _ So Ty 
and more diligent to reap their Peoples * carnal things, than x. RY 
to ſow unto them Spiritual thiags. 

And while they Io far vary from the Apoſtles way, who * 1 Thel. 2.5. 
uſed none of thote things, nor needed a * Cloak of Cove. * 2 Per. 2.3. 
touſneſs, that through * Coyetouſneſs they mike © Mer. , vpona- + 
chandice of Men's Souls, emptying their Purſes, and = RR. mm 
ſelling them to the Devil ; while, like © E/'s Sons; they men reſirm 
uſe the Prieſthood for an authority to rob and ſpo'] & vos ven- 
the People : What is this, but - to turn the Alouſe of Pray: dent Diabolo. 
er into a Den of * Thieves , by Preying on the Flock, hr nar 
which muſt needs be in an ill condition, when it has, A— 


ſuch Wolves for its Shepherds, as will give ic occafion non tam la- - 

cronem quam 
Przxdonem ſonar. Grot. 0. od, 3. Larro —_— & Templum ia Latronum Specum con 
vercit qui Lucrum de Religione ſefarur, eas, non tam-Calrus Dei, quam nego* 
riarionis Occafio eſt. 4 Lapide in Mat. 21, 


C2 to 


 blles auſus 
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to complain, as one did, 1M he had more Sheep de- 
ſtroyed in Sacrifices to Hercules for the ſafety of his 
| Flock, than cou'd have been devoured by Wolves for 
© » Phil, -3. 19. Want of his defence? For if Intereſt be their End in 
entering into the ſacred Calling, and their " Belly is the 
God to whom they become Prieſts 3 and it they mind 
Earthly Things, the Things of this World more than 
| thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, their whole Lite will be a conti- 
* * Coloſ. 3. 5. nued * Idolatry, Simony and Sacrilege. 

It was not ſo much a Crime in Sim Magus, whoſe 
_ Sons they are, that he wou'd have bought che Holy 
" Bic ſahris Ghoſt of the Apoſtles, as that he deſigned ro make it a 
4 - preg profitable Purchace, and enrich himlelt by clling ſpicitu- 
\- Dei + £-—mil al Gifts: And they make near Approaches to his Im- 
| torem, a ſan- piety, who 'abuſe the holicſt of things, their Orders, to 
| co conloriio ſe.ye the unholieſt, their Avarice; and by this means 
; — make borh the Priefthood, and the Offering of the Lord 
ki fs * abhorred. And how can they who purchaſe: cicher Or- 
* ulerix ruina ders or Livings in the Church, clear themſelves from a 
| confundit. Syfpicion of having this Simonaical Deſign, any more than 
| = pagh from the certain Guile of Simony and Perjury, ſince, if 
yp. th. 3 4 their regard had been rather to the conſcientious Exe- 
 Ep.1. Cution of the Office than the enjoyment of the Benefice they 
” 7 1Sam.2-17. wou'd wait with Patience, till ic ſhou'd "pleaſe God 
 *Heb-5.4+ to *call them to it by fair and-lawſul means, unleſs 
they think he has effeQually called them to what he has 
enabled them to buy ? For this is to * run before they 
are ſent, and to prophelie without his ſpeaking to them; 
_ _ nay, they overleap the. Fold, and come not in by 
| Joh.10-17- 1. » Door, which is Chriſt, and are declared Thieves and 
Robbers by our Saviour, and their Orders pronounced 
void, and what they, *tis like, wou'd be more.concern'd at, 
* Concil. their Livings too, by ſeveral © Councils., One whereof for- 
Aurel, 2. cat. bjds Biſhops on any account to take any Gratification for 
mM conferring Orders, and. gives this. reaſon, Becauſe it is 
| > pp a Crime for a Prieſt to be corrupted by a * Saleable Incli- 
« Venalitarte nation; and therefore decrees., That it any one ſeeks the 
cupidiraris. Prieſthood by © Marketing with Money through an execra- 


_— _— ble Ambition, he ſhall be caft off as a' Reprobate, _— 


4 


* Jer. 2321+ 
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Stock, rather than his Lord's, for we know what the Wiſe- non honort 
Man's Senle is, * chat he who makes haſte to be rich, ſhall 4*s: 19. 4 
not be innocent 3 and then there will be little Ground to — 
hope that he  ſhou'd maintain that ' Hoſpitality or Pra: Opus nb 
Rice, that Communicative Charity, that is one of the ne- qued humil 
ceſſary Duties of his Calling, for he chat haſteth, hath rate decre- 
an ® evil Eye, that is, fays Mercer, is baſe and covetous, © 398 
without picy or Compathion ; not conſidering that Poverty my” 
ſhall come upon him, or as it is in another Place, at an explicat. E 
Inhericence may be gotten haſtily ac che * Beginning, but $3: ad 0c 
the End thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, Which perhaps may kÞ = 
be a more rcaſonable Ground of the Failures too fre- -— 
quently obſerved among the Poſterity of Clergy-men, = pro. 28: 
than that to- which it is attributed by the Church of * Pro. 20. 
Rome, Their being the Iflue of the Marriage-Bed. For ; 
while they are Sollicitous to leave their Children rich in- 
a Worldly Fortune, they negle& to bequeath them a 
more laſting Treaſure, that of their own Piety and 
Alms-Deeds. And while they ſtrive to ſhun the Cenſure- | 
of being * worſe than Infidels, they incurr it moſt by not * 1 Tim. 
making a right Proviſion for their Families. | 

Thus, like the Eagle, ſnatching the Sacrifice from the 
Altar to feed her young , they bear the Puniſhment of 
their crime along with it, a Coal, that ſets their Neſts 
on Fire ; and become as injurious to their own Houſes . 
as they are to God's, by making it a Houſe of Mer- 
chandice. 

Burt this could not be effeted on this account, were 
it. not to be done in another reſpe&, I mean the ſelling 
Spiritual things, whether Orders or Livings,. or what is 
nearly allied to it; the diſpoſing of them more for fa- 
vour and aftetion, than through any regard to the Ca- 


Pacities / 


An Eſſay againſt Sinoxv.. 


4B pacities and Merit of Perſons; and that not by Lay-Patrons 
e Tit 1.7- only, but by fome who have been * Stewards of God's 
har 4 %2 Houſe, and ſheuld be its Guardian * Angels to defend it 
LE © from ſuch Injuries. 

Ie were to be wiſhed, that no Age had ever produced 
an Inſtance of fuch Practices, to have occaſioned their being 
, mentioned 3 but ſince the Church has been ſo unhappy, 
* Mat. 26, 15. that even the Head of it was fold by one of his * Apoſtles, 
; we cannot wonder to find a Merchandice made of meaner 
things, by ſome who pretend to be the Apoſtles Succef- 
fours ; that either to gratifie their own covetous difpoſi- 
tions, or the importunity of ſome Friend, whom they 
are unwilling to difoblige, chey regard not whom the 
admir to the Paſtoral Charge, but prefer the Perſon that 
comes recommended by a rich Prefent, or ſome great Man's 
| Letter, though he has too litcle Learning tor a Pariſh-Clerk, 
Fxxod. 23.8. and ſcarce as much Religion as becomes a Sexton. Thus 
Prov. 18- doth a *Gift blind the Wile, and make * room for the Man 
6. chat brings it, Were the God they ſerve like Feroboam's 
b. Kings 12. Calves, it were no matter if like him, they made Prieſts 
6 of the * meaneſt of the People; nay, ſuch wou'd be more 
Hol. 4. 15. ſuitable to the Gods they were to ſerve. But to turn Beth-el 
th-e), do- jnto " Beth-hawen, to make the Houſe of God a Houſe of 
, 196mg Wickedneſs, is intolerable . 
b = - B” But admit a Perfon never fo well qualified in other 
X. 5xoy, reſpects, he that would be a Simeniach, is unfit to have 
ejxoradhxi- * Part or Lot in the diſpenſing God*s holy Word and Sacra- 
| Theodotion. ments; he is unworthy to be adinitred into the Society 
: - of the Evangeliſts 3 for he is in the 7 Gall of bitterneſs, 
Kody mxej- and in the bond of Iniquity ; the wrach of God and an 
| extraordinary puniſhment, which in Scripture Phraſe is 
er- 8. 14+ often expreſt by * Gall, hang over him; and how ſhall he 
_- 4 * Bleſs others, who is himſelf Accurſed 2 Or how diftri- 
s,cap.1z. bute the Body of Chriſt, who is nor in Chriſt ? 

F- He that employs ſuch an one to feed God's Flock, can 
Job 7.2- exyped only the deligence of an * Hireling from him, who 
| will carefully loox tor his Reward 3 bur our Saviour has 
gh. 16.12, told ys how he will perform his © Work. And will nor 
the Blood of thoſe Sheep, who mikcarry through ſuch 
! | negle&, 
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negle&, and for want of wholeſom Food adminiſtred in | 
due * ſeafon, lie crying at the Door of him who com- a1. . 
mitted them to fo ill a Shepherd? And if any one he 
has no more concern for the Glory of Gad, and the 
Honour of Religivn, nor for the Salvation of choſe pre- 
cious Souls, that were purchaſed with the Blood of Chritlt, 
that he proves ſo ill a Steward, will it not bs a deſerved 
puniſhment for him to be called co give an © account of « puke 16, 2, 
his Stewardſhip, to be ſcourged out of the Church, and 
have *another cake his Office? Nay, it would bz a mer- ;,., 

PIER | . 10g. 8, 

Cy, if Vengeance {hould not purſue him farther, even to 
the excluding him from the Jey and Glory of that Houſe 
of God, which is * cternal in the Heavens; of which s 2 Cor. 5. r. 
many, by is negligeace and Male adminiſtration, have 
fallen ſhore 3 while he made the Honſe of God, committed 
to his caize on Earth, @ Houſe of Merchandice; 

Now having conſidered how the Spiritual Houfe of 
God may be made 4 Hynſe of Merchandicey let us in- 
quire into the Evit of fo abuſing ic; and we ſhall find 
it great in ſeveral RelpeRs. x 

* Simony, which derives its Nams from Simon Magns, Greg. in 
who would have bought the power of conterring the Regiſt. Epiſt. - | 
Holy Ghoſt from the Apoſtles, and is of an ancient ſtan- * Azorii 


ding. The firſt Herefie broached in the Chriſtian Church, Inftic. Moral. 
part. 3.1ib, 12« * 


is defined to be a * ſtudious defire to buy or ſell Spiricua} can ir 
things, or things annexed to them : So that they are guilty « yyja. 
who either buy or ſel] Spiritual chings or their Appendages, ! Glofla” x. 


or who defire to obtain or zo conterr tach things, nor freely, bd. qe, | 
it rm Na 


but by contra, making amends tor them by ſomething of On. 
eſtimable value. The * Caſuilts make three forts of it; 24s Quaſt. 
Mental, which confiſts only in the Will : Conventional, when too. Art. 5. 
a Bargain and Agreement. is poſitively made; and Real, * Munere a 
when that Bargain is perform'd, or any thing done or given —_— _ | 
for obtaining Spiritual things. The ' Schookmen mention quio. Aquin. 
chree ways of contrating Simony, which they call, The id. 

" oifr of the Hand, of the Tongue, and of the At- ® Favor vel 
tendance. By the firſt they underſtand Money, or any Lerner 6 
other valuable thing that may be taken in the Hand. By br amy ” 


the ſecond they mean the *Fayour and Patronage of Men ; 4quin. tid, 
as + | 


\ 
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© as for Example, When one gives another ſome Spiritual 
: * Miniſterium thing for his Recommendation to ſome Perſon by whom 
quo quis 1n- 1, expects Advantage upon that account. By the Gift or 
ervit alter1. . 5 . 

 Thid. Reward of the Attendance, they intend the *® Service that 
| » Sialiquis is paid to another ; which is not meant of ſuch ” Service as 
; Clericus ali- tends to the benefit of the Church, or the afliſtance of its 
| cut Pralato 15; ifters 3 ſince the very Devotion of that Service, renders 


| | -— - mupbu him that pays it, worthy of Eccleſiaſtical * Preferment. 


' neftum adSpi- EA 29 ; Ba 

* ricualia ordinatum, puta ad Ecclefiz urtiliratem, vel miniftrorum ejus auxilium, ex ipſa 

deyorione obſequii reddirur dignus Ecclefiaſtico beneficio, ficur & propter alia bona 
opera. Agquin. 2da 2d# Queſt. 100, Art. 5. 

. 4 Ecclefiaſticis utilitaribus deſervientes, Eccleſiaſtica dignum eſt remuneratione gaudere. 

| Greg. in Regiſtro Epiſt. 

| © Cyril, Jerof. ; : 

4 Catech. 16. r $;:920n offered Money to them who deſpiſed theRiches of 

 .2Cor.6-19. this World ; and thought, that in having nothing they 


I 4-35. "poſleſled all things ; though he ſaw others who fold 


* ſecunda pars, their Lands and Houſes, and laid the prices of them down 


:” the Son of God drove out of the Temple. Was Eſau, 
q for ſelling his Birth-right, to which the Prieſtly Office 
” BianaG:, was annexed, called a © Prophane Perſon: That is, an 
{ prophanus, irreligious violator of Holy things; that deſpiſes, and 
b _w_r Bs as it were,” treads:them under-foot ; and therefore ought 
od quoyis © be driven and kept at a diſtance from them: 

* calcatur, nam Did an Angel ſtand with a drawn Sword in * Ba- 
* prophanaom- /aam*'s Way to ſlay him, for loving the ? Wages of Un- 
; mibus ad cal- rjphteouſneſs ſo well, that he would Curſe God's Peo- 
| cance PP” ple for the * Rewards of Divination? And did the Le- 
 - lawn, Pprofic of Naaman cleave to * Gehbazi, for taking what the 
 =Num.,22.22. Prophet had refuſed ? And: ſhall not theſe, no lefs Pro- 
- I 2Pet.2-15- phane Perſons, like Eſa, not find * Repentance, though 
| © Num-22-7- they ſeek it weeping? Shall, not they who have ran 
CRE ereedily after the Error of Balaam, for reward, have a 


© Jude nt, , | Woe 
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© Woe denounced againſt them? And ſhall nat they © Atts8. 20, 
who commit Gdbaz;'s Crime,receive as great'a Puniſhment ? 

Nay, ſhall they not fall under the dreadtul Curfe, of ha- 

ving their Money periſh with them? Muck more might 

be added, to ſhew the Evil of this Sin; bur it may ſuffice 

to conſider, the Senſe that the Church from the begin- 

ning had of it, which" the great endeavours that have been 

uſed for its ſupprefiion fully manifeſt. 

The Canons which bear the Title of Apoffolick, De- 

Cree © every Biſhop, Priclt or Deacon, who obtains the* "Ems *Emice © 
Dignity for Money, and him alſo who admitted them > Sag &C. APs 
to it, to be Depoled and driven from the Communion. *** ©” 
And * Zonaras obſerves, That thoagh to infli& a Judicial * tnCan. 25. 
Puniſhment twice for one Fault, was not allowed in other * 

Caſes ; yer it was uſual in this, becauſe of the great- 

nels of the Crime. 

* Tarraſias Patriarch of Conſtantinople, affirms, That the s Epiſt. ad 
Heretick Macedonius, (who repreſented the Holy Ghoſt Adrian. Pa- 
as a ſervile Spirit) is. more Tolerable, than they who buy pam 
and fell his Gifts: For he that ſells, does it as a Maſter 
of him ; and he that buys, does it wich a detign to be fo. 

If we conſule the Church Hiſtory, we ſhall find that 
this Hereſie has been condemn'd, as art firſt by *St. Peter, ſo 
all along down to our preſent days. ” AN, Do. 35 

Cardinal * Baronius gives us an account of ſome Simoni- Mn : 
ack Biſhops Tried in the Councils of Conſt autinople and Epbe- « AD. ab 
ſus by St. Chryſof&&m. He tells us too of the endeavours of ' A. D. 49. ; 
Gennadius to extirpate * Simony from the Church of Conſtan- © 4+ D- 533» ; 
tinople. How the Emperor * Leo Macel/us, wrote againſt ie, , Epirome. Þ 
How King * Arblaricus, at the inſtance of Pope Fehy, con- Ae ave 7 
demned it. And " Spondanus makes this Remark upon it, Can, 2. 4tz- 
to ſhew how execrable a Sin it is, That ſince the Canons Synodi 
of the Church could not prevail againſt ir, they were * Concil. Tu- | 
forced to implore and uſe the help of an Arian King. And OREN ; 
ſeveral * Councils afterwards have made it their great en- Co os 
deavour to oppo and condemn this Evil. As in 569. * Dog. Eel. 
e Biſhops are forbid to take Money for any Spiritual Pro cap- 72. 
motions ; and *ris declared not only Sacrilege, but Hereſie, © C90cil. Au- 
by the * Eccleſiaſtical —_ Andin*® $559. it was De- ——_ 3 (aw $ 


creed, 
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creed, That a Biſhop promoted for Money, ſhould be 
Depoſed. 

f A:D. 599. How this Herefie grew in the time of © Gregory the Firſt, 
; 1h ark E and how induſtrious he was to ſtop its growth, __— from 
*Epift. Hers. 11s ſeveral Epiſtlesz. in © one of which he exprelies himſelf 
ſol. Quia ve- thus: Becauſe we are informed, that in the Eaſtern Chur- 
ro peryenic ches no one is promoted to the Sacred Office, but for Reward, 
ad nos, &c. if your Brotherhood finds it ſo, offer this firſt Oblation to Al- 
mighty God , to drive the Simoniack Herefie from the 
Churches ſabje& to you : For, to omit other things, what: 
I ſort of Perſons will they prove in the Church, who are not 
{© Mirum vi- advanced to it for Merit, but Reward ? But we know with 
Geri poteſt, Hat Animadverfion the chief of the Apoſtles condemned 


* CUT Cul HON . . . 
minor uſus in his Sin, who pronounced the firſt Sentence of Damnation 


'templo efſer. againſt Simon, ſaying , Thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe 


m Colum- An our bleſſed Lord himſelf, when he had made a Whip 


Et care: of Cords, overturned the Seats of them that * ſold Doves in 


F Columbas e- ple, but to give impoſition of hands, by which the Holy 
| _ 2 Ghoſt is given, for Money ? But the Seats of them that thus 
Ftermn 1:1 Doves, are overturned in this reſpect, becauſe the Prieſt- 
Fclaixs in hood of ſuch as buy, is not reckon'd Valid or Authentick. 
FM. 21. Again in another * Epiſtle, he ſays, Since by the Teſtimony 
$2 ſellers of of Scripture, Covetouinels is called Idolatry, we know with 
| 6 un — what diligence it ſhould be driven from the Temple ; and yer, 
Flers of the Hp..(With grief I ſpeak it) tis not avoided by ſome Prieſts; for 
£4" Gbeft, whoſe it captivates their hearts, and _ fuadesthem, that the SIN to 
Fepprarancewas which it urges them, is Lawtul , and ſo orders things, that 
; pon Pie, 4 with one and the ſame Weapon, it deſtroys both the Giver 
F irgil. Epiſt. and the Receiver. What Place then, after all this, can be 
Farelaent fecure from Avarice , if the Church of God be opened to 
Fam divinz it by wicked Priefts? When will he keep the Sheeptold 
* FHeftionis ceſti- (fs' who invites the Woolf into it ? : 

ns Lolo Beſides this; in another *-place, he imputesthe loſs of the 
$i. rn. Sandtity. of Ecclefiaſtick Orders, to Mens being admitted to- 
'Favaritia run M _ mg ey, | 

| Fcupatur, &c, them: not for a good Life and ſuitable Qualifications, but for 
»Epiſt. ad their Money : For, ſays he, if the Merit'of their Manners, 


1g ft and not their Gifts, were required, unworthy Perſons would 


FY 
- 


turrurum- 7hou thoughteſt the Gift of God might be urchaſed with Maney. 


F vendentium. the Temple. Now what is itelſe to fell Doves in the Tem-. 


"I 


"_ T— 
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| That a Biſhop accuſed of $;mzony, could not pronounce Spi- Engethein. 
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not be admitted; and their Reward (meaning the Patriarch) * Greg. 1. 
will by ſo much encrgaſe, by how much thoſe good Men, up Ha ad 
who are receivedjinto Holy Ocders, make it their buſineſs'to ,jme wa 
gain Souls. It will be too tedious to repeat what he and rum, Greg, 9. 
others have written on this * Subje&. TI ſhall theretore d:1{- Epiſt, 13. ad 
miſs it with a brief Chronology of the Sentences paſt on Hen. Reg, Ro-+ 
Simony from his time. man. & Epiſt, 
J - a T_—_ | 45, ad Ro- 
We find it condemned in a * Council in the Year of our dujph.$uevie, 
Lord 603. And feven Years afterwards? Joanues Elemeſina- & Bertulph, 
rius endeavours its extirpation at Alexandria. Carencanum, 

Another * Council condemns it in 63S. and ſentences the —_— 3 
Simoniack to be deprived of the Communion, and puniſhed Pap. Epi 
with the forfeiture of his Goods: And in 650, * all Men ad Celarem. . 
Simoniacally promoted, are fentenced to be deprived. Epiſc. Arelats 


* Another Council in 987, and another in 948, de- Won 


cree againſt it. 7 Bellar. &h- 
It was condemned at Rome by Clemens the Second, in 1047, nal. Eccleſ. 
and in Germany the lame Year: At Rome again by Leo the * Toleman. 6, 
Ninth 3 As alſo at Papias, Rhemes, and Mentz, in 1049. ©P- + Conc. : 
And in other places it was condemned by others, and par- , money + 
ticularly in 1055, in a Synod held by Heldebrand, Legate ling, canis. © 
2 latere to Vitor the Second ; where it was molt remarkable, * Concy. 


ritui Santo in the Doxolegy. —_— | 


At Tholouſe in France, m 1056, in the Lateras Council, je 
in 1069, under Alexander the Second, where were preſent mifir, ac qui 
a hundred Biſhops. At Mentz again, in 1071 3 And again excluſus erar 
at Rome, in a great Synod Called by Gregory the Seventh, in > anima,pro- 
the Year 1075, conſiſting of all the Weſtern Biſhops. In po moneed wer: 
© another Council in 10953 And again at Rbemes in 1119, iſe 31 

, Ngud, 
in which Synod were reckoned 424 Paſtoral Staves or Petr. Damian. 
Crofiers. And it was condemned at London in 1125, EPthh 5. cap.7. 
under Homorius the Second, whoſe Legate was Foannes Cre- _ SO | 
menſis; at which Synod, beſides the two Arch- Biſhops, mine dorati.. 


there were preſent Twenty Biſhops, and Forty Abbots. ratis ad ali- 

quem tranſ- 
ferre, yel pro przſentatione'! alicujus perſonz, pecuniam vel aliquod emolumentum, pato 
incerveniente, recipere. Quod fi quis fecerir & injure convittus vel confetſus fuerir, ipſum, 
ram regia, quam noſtra frei au&horitate, patronatu cjuſdem Ecclefiz, in perpetuum priva- 
ri ſtaruimus. Guil. Lindwodi Provinc. lib. 5. 8& in nobis, pro przſcntrione. Super hoc deber 
preſcnrarus przſtare juramencum, © Concil, Cleromonr. 
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© Concil. La-' Several other *Councils mighe be here recited,” which for 
\ > -oge _—_ Brevity ſake I-have named only in the Margin. We find 
OO par, « likewiſe * Canons againt ic here in 1229 and in 1588 is 
lib. 1. Can. 11 cond{mned by a publick * Statute, which is ſtill in force. 
Con. Rom. 3, To concluie: 1: has been often condemned in the 
__ Extravagants, and the Decrerals, and all the Sacred * Ca- 
> pay ngny nons, and fo very odious and abominable it 15, that. e- 
Trid Sefs.x, Yen © Criminals and P:oftitutes ( which is nor permitted in 
de reform, other Caſes ) are allowed to give evidence againſt Perſons 
Can. 1. Concil. accuſed of Simony. 
_— : i. Bat it has proved with the Church in this Caſe, as our 
4 Can. 63, 10rd ſays ic dozs with a Man, when the * unclean Spitic 
f Lindwood, is gone Out of him. The more Care was taken to extirpate 
Evg. Can, this Hereſie ; the more the Church was ſwept and garnifh- 
An.Do. 1229. eq, the ſooner it returned, and has encreaſed and grown 


* 31-EllZ. cotwichſtanding all the care and diligence uſed to ſuppreſs 


f Grew Maz. \t&, and to hinder Men from being Stmoniacks, or getting 
lib. 5. into Livings Simoniacally ; that neither by any Promile, 


Decret, de Si- Contract or Agreement, directly or indieatly by them- 

APA 5- ſelves made, or by any other in their behalt, with, or 

Simone without their privity, they obtain either Preſentations or 

Hzrefin dam. Collations to Eccleſiaſtical Preferments. Which Cafes, as 

Nan, they are utterly unlawful, ſo they become ſo much 

__ la- the more. heinous, becauſe Perjury enſues. Since a 

+>" a ſtci " Oath is adminiſtred to every Clerk at his admitiion 

Decret. Greg, © any Benefice, that he is not direaly nor indiredtly pri- 

kb. 5.tir.3. vy to 2ny agreement, and if any one unknown to him, 

7 has in his behalf made any ſuch Stmoniacal Contract, he 

vat 12-44. gill in no wiſc ſtand by it or make it good. 

EY —mDey But *cis. to be fear'd, that were our Bleſſed Lord now 
reſident on Earth, he would find his Father's Houſe ſtill 
made a Houſe of Merchandice, fuil of Buyers and Sellers 
and Tables of Money-Changers, and not ſo eafily to be 
purged as heretofore. 

And now it will be time to draw to a Concluſion . 
Since then the material Houſe of God, is dedicated to 
his Worſhip, this lays an obligation on his Servants eo 
frequent it, as the propereſt place to do their Maſter's 
Buſineſs in. Reading or praying /at . home Cannot = 

culs 
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Cuſz us from our Attendance there, for publick Adora- 
tion is more requiſite and efteual than private Devotion ;* 
as united Forces are ſtronger than when ſingle. And 
this Duty to God will be more acceptably performed in 
his Houſe than our own ; for his Name being in that « Chron.20 
Houſe, as * Jeh:papbat lays a ſtreſs upon it, entitles him to. 
. be invoked there, and makes that Invocation the moſt pre- 
valent. 

If we abſent our ſelves from the Houſe of Prayer, we 
ſhall miſs of many Bleflings which are there more frequently 
than any where elſe beſtowed : For it is a convenient Pro- 
vidence, that God ſhould confer his Benefits moſt liberally, 
where-his Name is chiefly praiſed, and that Man ſhould 
moft ſolemnly adore him where he receives greateſt Fa- 
vours from him. | 

But the material Houſe of God, is honoured with his 
Preſence too; wherefore as they are to be condemned 
who ſtay away from thence, ſo are they who approach it 
with unprepared Hearts; and ſo in the Wiſeman's Notion, 
cffer him the 7 Sacrifice of Fools. 7 Eccleſ: $ 

'Tis not enough to come into the Holy Places of our © 
God, to tread his Courts, but we muſt come with a defign : 
to * Sing to the Lord, and rejoyce in the Strength of our * Pf. gs. 
Salvation ; to worſhip, and bow down and kneel before _ 
him, honouring' him with clean Hands and holy Hearts, - 

, and with humble and reverential Poſtures, not behaving 
our ſelves any more indevoutly in appearance, than we 
ſhould be inwardly in his Preſence. 

And as the Miniſters ſhould perform the divine Offices 
with all poſſible Gravicy and viſible Expreflions of ſincere 
Devotion, ſo ſhould the People either attend to or joyn 
wich them, with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and Reverence ; 
and not be guilty of any light difreſpe&ful Carriage 
to interrupt the ſolemn Performance of that ſacred 
Work. 

And ſince God's Houſe is dedicated to his Service, and 
honoured with his Preſence; *cis a very natural inference 
that we ought to expreſs a more. than ordinary concern 
for keeping our Churches at leaſt as well as we would the 

| Places 
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Places 'of our own abode, and not ſuffer them to want 
ſuch commendable Beautifyings and decent Ornaments, 
as will make them anſwer - the *Pſalmiſt's Character of 
Pf. 84. 1, being the * amiable Tabernacles of the Lord of Hoſts: 
It was Holy Dauvid's ſenſe, that it was unfit the * Ark of 
2 Sam4-2- God ſhould remain within the Curtains of the Taberna- 
cle, while he dwelt in a Houſe of Cedar, and the gene- 
rous Uriah refuſed the neceſſary Refreſhments of Food 
e2Sam, 11.11. = Sleep at home, becauſe the © Ark ofthe Lord abode in 
ents. 
 Hag, 1.4. Nay, God upbraids the Fews that they dwelt in * ceiled 
Houſes, and let his Houſe lie waſte, and he intimates to them 
Ver. 6 that that was the reaſon why they did not * thrive, appeal- 
J ing to themſelves whether it was fit to be more curious a- 
bout their own Dwellings than his, on a preſumption that 
common Reaſon would convince them of the contrary. 
If then we are to be thus careful of our Churches, that 
Araxelvew. WE may, as St. Pax! {peaks in another Reſpect, * diſcern or 
Cor. 11:29+ diſtinguiſh the Houſes of God from common Places, we 
i -. muſt make this difference. by the uſe of them as well as 0- 
_—— therwiſe, and not ſuffer chem to be prophaned and vilified. 
| _ The Law of God forbids every ſuch Abuſe, the Laws of 
id fatum Men condemn it, and they have little regard to either, who 
t, & unde (are practiſe it. 
jon __ Secondly, fince the Corporal Houſe of God is polluted 
& anddefiled by every Sin done in the Body ; and ſince the 
Evil of fo abuſing it, is no leſs than Sacrilege in the Offend- 
6 ers, and the occaſion of their Ruine and Deſertion, let us 
dm. 12,1. take St. Paul's Advice, which he * beſeeches us by the Mer- 
cies of God to follow and preſent our whole Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is indeed 
Cor.$.19. our reaſonable Service, ſince we are * his, and not our 
own. 
Thirdly, ſince the Spiritual Houſe of God may be made 
a Houle of Merchandice by thoſe who make Advantage their 
End in profeſling Religion, let all who are guilty in this 
reſpe@, correct their Error, and not ſeek to make a Profit 
of that Truth, which they ought to buy with the Expence of 
all their Worldly Subſtance : For it this be their Ts, 
What 
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An Eſſay againſt S 1110 v. FÞ 

what is it but to hold the Truth in Unrighteouſheſs ?: And 
the jſt *Y/rath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt all ſuch « gon; 1.1184 
Ungodline 5 and Unrighteonſneſs. of Men: | | F 
And if it is ſo difpleaſing an Offence to profefs Religion 
only on the account of intereſt, how abominable an Impie- 
ty will it be to undertake the inſtructing: Men in the: My- 
ſteries of the.Goſpel, and the great: Concernments of Salva» 
tion, for the fame baſe and unworthy End? to engage in 
the beſt of Imployments for the worſt of Reaſons, and do 
that meerly for the love of Money, which ſhould have no 
excitement but the Love. of God : What is this but for a 
Man to ſacrifice himſelf to Mammon,. while he is a Prieſt 
of the: moſt High God ? and to be guilty: of: Idolatry, even 
in Preaching Jeſus Chriſt? Nay, what can be expected from 
ſuch a One, but that not contenting himſelf with being 
a *Partaker with the Altar, which is his juſt right, ke ſhould ; , a 
rob and ſpoil it ; nor being ſatisfied only. to eat. of: * 9136 
the ' Milk of the Flock, he ſhould make Havock- of the'1 ; cor, 5.9; 
Sheep themſelves ? But that fuch Ravenous Wolves 
may not eaſily get into the Fold, the chief Shepherds are to 
be more than ordinary: watchful and diligent : For if it hap- 
pens through their negle&, they will be-one Day called co a , 
ſevere:account for admitting thoſe into the. Houſe of God, Spiricualis, in” 
who. convert it to a Houſe' of Merchandice, a Den of animarumSa- © 
Thieves ® not ſeeking Spiritual Profit for the Salvation of luremyſed rer= 
Men's Souls, but temporal, to the Ruine: of them. And if we ſecta- 
ſo, how much greater would their Condemnation be, if pimarun wat. 
they ſhould abuſe'ic ſo themſelves? if they ſhould ſell the Be tium. 
nefices committed to: theiv' diſpolal, for the! Encouragement 2ee- in Mat. 
of Learningiand: Piety, and the ſupport of the® Poor by'Cha- 77: 
rity; and pervert the Defign, by making them the rewards of 4, ot 
their own and other Men's Avarice. monia'Paupe-- 

It cannot ſure be thought that the * Overſeers of God's rum:- "A 
Houſe were made ſo and-placed there only to look after their * E7i7xome 
own advantage, or that this is the way of giving as * freely mart 
as they have received. Perhaps it may be ſo with ſome, fince  yendere 
*is not improbable that he who practiſes Selling has been jure poreſt, 
himſelf a Buyer, and therefore concludes in * Martial's way <meratille 


prius. Marte. . © 


of arguing, that a right of Selling was included in his Pur- £* 
chaſe. And *i'e 
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IE An Effay. ayamſt .S1 won'r; 

| - Andhe that is thus inclined, will thirik thoſe Men beſt qua; 
>, - - tified for Preferment thar offer moſt, :and: be ready. to admie 
ſuch undeſerving Perſons to beStewards in God's Houſe, for' 
their Money, whom he would diſmiſs from the meaneſt Em- 

Pope in his own for- their want of Merit, not to/ſay of 

e and: Ability to:diſcharge their Duty. And it cannot be 

hoped that he who is thus admitted, ſhould have any farther 

care of his Flock than to make the beſt of his Bargain; and 
-_ only knows h-tr w_ ſuch S. one may 'be fox. 'thae ' 
weighty Charge, ſince his having Money is the only, Tefti- 

mony:he produces of his Abilities. » Wherefore to-preverit the 

Evil Conſequences of making che' Houſe of God a Houſe: of 

t Merchandice, it is part of the requiſite Chara&er' of: a: Bi- 
* 1 Tim.3. 3. ſhop, that he muſt be.not * greedy of filthy Lucte; nor:cove- - 
£1 Tim-6.19. (ys, for 3Covetouſneſs is the Root of all "Evil; and-there 
4 is no Certainty, but that when itentices'a*:Mam.to Simony : 
- it may-as well 'prevail with him to. commit: Idolatry 3 [for ir : 
thoſe Days whica fromthe leaſt even to:chewgreateſt} ' every | 


Ter. 6:13. one Was givento* Covetouſneſs,: we find: that from the Pro- 
phet; even tothe Prieſt, every one dealt falſely. 


}  _ - All they therefore in whom'the great Truſt of managing 
o AR. 20.2 God's Qeconomy is repoſed, are'to.take * heet] to. themſelves 
-'» 1 Cor. 4.2- in'this particular, that they. be:fqurid " faichful in the Office, 
BE and elpecially in employing none 'as under-Stewards; bur / 
ſuch as-will be fo, ' that they do not expoſle' to ſale: che: Souls 
which their Maſter purchaſed tor hiaufelf by the effuſion of 
his: Blood;which is done as. often as / Men are admircted tor : 
Money to the. Cure and In{tru&ion of them” - | '- | 
 - For though they may-entich themſelves by fuch.illMeans, 
yet-: will be the Gain, the Benefic,in the. end ? Alas it 
1s the * Price of Blood, and who would be” fond of leaving : 
his Pofferity an ? Ace/damatoinkerit, or treaſure up for:him- 
faf* Wrath: againſt the Day of Wtath, andincur:the heavy 
: -. - * Difpſealure ofthe Son of God, for making his Father's Houlz ' 
-- a Houſcof Merchandice? -  ; <O.4n4 
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